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Our environment is where you work live,
pray, play, and go to school. 

Your body is also your environment.
Personal care products are largely
unregulated and many of the items you
use every day contain toxic chemicals. 

WHAT IS YOUR ENVIRONMENT?



Environmental Justice (EJ): 
A social justice, grassroots movement
that seeks to protect communities of
color and low-income communities from
being overburdened with pollution. 

Environmental Justice is served when
people realize their highest potential
without experiencing the ―isms 

WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE?



Climate change is a global issue and communities
of color, low income, and immigrant communities
bear the brunt of climate change impacts such as:
increased respiratory illnesses; heat related
illnesses; exacerbation of other health conditions;
and extreme weather related events. 

Climate justice work aims to level these impacts
and foster comprehensive solutions outlined by
affected groups

CLIMATE CHANGE AND CLIMATE JUSTICE  



RACE & REDLINING: HISTORICAL IMPACTS STILL FELT TODAY. 

Redlining maps color-coded predominantly African American neighborhoods as
“hazardous,” indicating a high credit risk. Decades later, the  discriminatory
practices have lead to our communities now being the home of the most-
polluted communities.  



reduced credit access and disinvestment
increased segregation, lower homeownership, value, and personal credit scores. 
racial disparities in health care access, 
Access to healthy food 
higher rates of incarceration 
extreme heat 
lack of resources allotted for schools  
lack of resources for public infrastructure 
fewer trees and poorer air quality 

Redlining was banned in 1968 as part of the Fair Housing Act of 1968, but there are still
lasting impacts. 

Those living in redlined areas experience: 

The Effects of Historical Housing Policies on Resident Exposure to Intra-Urban Heat: A Study of 108 US Urban Areas 

https://www.mdpi.com/2225-1154/8/1/12

REDLINING &  IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF ITS RESIDENTS  



Race, not income, predicts the location of pollution.  



71% of Blacks live in counties in violation
of air pollution standards. 

68% of Black live within 30 miles of coal-
fired power plants

A Black family making $50,000 per year
is more likely to live near a toxic facility
than a White American family making
$15,000 per year. 

EXPOSURE: HEALTH: 
Emissions from all power plants in the U.S.
(both coal and other fuel sources) are
responsible for 
30,000 premature deaths
7,000 asthma-related emergency room 
18,000 cases of chronic bronchitis each year. 

Asthma affects African Americans at a 36% 
 higher rate of incidence than White Americans.

 African Americans are hospitalized for asthma
at three times the rate of White Americans and
die of asthma at twice the rate of White
Americans.



COVID, RACE, AND AIR QUALITY IN OUR COMMUNITIES 

Air pollution can cause health problems, like heart attacks, strokes, diabetes and high blood
pressure, that have been identified as the pre-existing medical conditions that raise the
chances of death from COVID-19 infection. Emerging research from Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health, finds that breathing more polluted air over many years may itself
worsen the effects of COVID-19.

https://www.ijidonline.com/article/S1201-9712(20)30136-3/pdf
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/6/45/eabd4049?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosfutureofwork&stream=future


respiratory diseases
increased stress 
economic hardship
difficulty in moving out of poverty

Low-Income, Black, Hispanic, and Native
American households all face
dramatically higher energy burdens—
spending a greater portion of their
income on energy bills—than the
average household. 
High energy burdens are correlated with
greater risk for 

ENERGY BURDENS AND BLACK COMMUNITIES  



EJ CHAMPIONS AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL

Congresswoman Cori Bush (MO-01) 

Nicole W. Sitaraman 
Deputy Director, Office of Public
Participation at Federal Energy

Regulatory Commission 

Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke (NY-09)

Brenda Mallory 
Chair of the White House 

Council on Environmental Quality 
 

Shalanda H. Baker 
Deputy Director for Energy Justice

Office of Economic Impact and
Diversity at Department of Energy.



BLACK WOMEN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE  LEADERS 

Vernice Miller Travis
Washington, DC/MD 

Dr. Beverly Wright 
New Orleans, LA

Eboni Cochran
Louisville, KY  

Peggy Shepard
New York, NY

Na’Taki Osborne Jelks
Atlanta, GA

Jacqui Patterson
National EJ Advocate 

Dr. Mildred Mcclain
Savannah, GA 

Rhiana Gunn-Wright
National Energy Justice

Advocate  



SORORS WHO ARE LEADING IN THE EJ MOVEMENT  

Dr. Jalonne White Newsome
EJ Policy/Philanthropy 

Detroit, MI

Denise Fairchild
Energy Justice Advocate 

Los Angelas/DC  

Catherine Flowers
EJ/Rural Water Rights Advocate

Birmingham, AL 

Chancee Lundy 
Environmental Engineer 

Washington, DC 

Dr. Adrienne Hollis
EJ Research/Policy
Washington,DC  

Debra Taylor, 
EJ/ Water Rights Advocate 

Detroit, MI 



During the 2021 National
Convention, Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority,  Inc approved
the resolution Combating
Environmental Racism and
Climate Injustice. 

It was submitted by the
Federal City Alumnae
Chapter. 



Identify an environmental issue in your service area. Familarize yourself with
terminology and key leaders who are genuinely connected to the Black
Community . 

Collaborate with exisitng environmental or climate leaders in your community,
particularly Black led organizations.  

Determine if your city or county has existing public health, climate, and
sustainability offices. Attend their meetings. Zoning commissions and land
development plans  are also areas to focus on that will have environmental
impacts.

Be leary of climate groups who focus only on market based policies (carbon
trading etc) or groups that tokenize the voice of Black and Brown
communities.  

 
 


