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AAPF’S MISSION
Founded in 1996, The African American Policy Forum (AAPF) is an innovative think tank that
connects academics, activists and policy-makers to promote efforts to dismantle structural
inequality. We utilize new ideas and innovative perspectives to transform public discourse and
policy. We promote frameworks and strategies that address a vision of racial justice that
embraces the intersections of race, gender, class, and the array of barriers that disempower
those who are marginalized in society. AAPF is dedicated to advancing and expanding racial
justice, gender equality, and the indivisibility of all human rights, both in the U.S. and
internationally.

AAPF’S #TRUTHBETOLD CAMPAIGN
After unprecedented global protests for racial justice that followed the killings of George Floyd
and Breonna Taylor, right-wing groups across America instigated and intensified well-funded,
orchestrated disinformation campaigns against critical race theory, intersectionality, and other
forms of racial and gender justice discourse. Starting with Donald Trump’s Equity Gag Order
banning federal agencies, contractors, and grant recipients from conducting trainings and
programs that address systemic racism and sexism, this campaign has now morphed into a
full-on war against racial and gender justice itself. Since its rescission at the federal level, the
Equity Gag Order has since metastasized at the state and local level. Under the Trojan horse of
opposing an invented caricature of “critical race theory,” at least fifteen states (AL, AR, FL, GA,
IA, ID, MT, ND, NH, OK, SC, TN, TX, UT, VA) have enacted racial and gender equity prohibitions
while eighteen others are actively considering them. In addition, similar copycat bills have been
introduced by Republicans in Congress. Across the country, this moral panic over what and
how we learn about history has led to teachers being fired and courses canceled. Parents have
been deceived, tensions have been stoked, and over a half century of efforts to amend the
misleading narratives about our history are being reversed. If you marched last year for George
Floyd and Breonna Taylor, if your eyes were opened by what you have seen and learned about
race and racism in our society, if you have witnessed the value of anti-racist education in your
own and in your children’s lives, then don’t be confused by the lies. Learn more at
http://www.aapf.org/truthbetold.

http://www.aapf.org/truthbetold


WHAT IS CRITICAL RACE THEORY?
“It is a way of seeing, attending to, accounting for, tracing and analyzing the ways that race is
produced, the ways that racial inequality is facilitated, and the ways that our history has created
these inequalities that now can be almost effortlessly reproduced unless we attend to the
existence of these inequalities.” - Kimberlé Crenshaw, AAPF Co-Founder and Executive Director

An Architect of Critical Race Theory: ‘We Cannot Allow All of the Lessons From the Civil Rights
Movement Forward to be Packed Up and Put Away for Storage’ (KK Ottesen, Washington Post,
January 19, 2022)

Op-Ed: King was a critical race theorist before there was a name for it (Kimberlé Crenshaw, LA
Times, January 17, 2022)

Critical Race Theory: A Brief History (Jacey Fortin, New York Times, November 8, 2021)

Opinion | I've Been a Critical Race Theorist for 30 Years. Our Opponents Are Just Proving Our
Point For Us (Gary Peller, Politico, June 30, 2021)

The Predictable Backlash to Critical Race Theory: A Q&A With Kimberlé Crenshaw (Jon Weiner,
The Nation, July 5, 2021)

A Lesson on Critical Race Theory (Janel George, ABA Section for Civil Rights and Social Justice
Human Rights , January 11, 2021).

What Is Critical Race Theory? Context Behind Trump's Attack | Time (Cady Lang, TIME, September
29, 2020)

Race, Reform, Retrenchment (Kimberlé Crenshaw, Harvard Law Review, September 10, 2020)

CRITICAL RACE THEORY BACKLASH
Educators have been victimized by the draconian legislative campaigns against teaching K-12
students about the realities of race- and gender-based oppression in the United States, past and
present. Below is a collection of resources, videos, and educator profiles to highlight the backlash
educators are facing due to anti-critical race theory legislation across the country.

Educators Ungagged: Teaching Truth in the Era of Racial Backlash | Watch on YouTube | Listen on
Intersectionality Matters! podcast | Read More on Featured Educators

Steep Rise in Gag Orders, Many of Them Sloppily Drafted (Jeffery Sachs, PEN America, January 24,
2022)

By the numbers: A year of conservative media fearmongering over "critical race theory" (Jasmine
Geonzon & Madeleine Davison, Media Matters, December 28, 2021)

The Dishonest and Harmful Right-Wing Attack on American School Boards (Peter Montgomery,
Right Wing Watch, October 20, 2021)

The Right-wing Operatives Orchestrating the Attack on America's School Boards (Judd Legum,
Popular Information, October 14, 2021)

https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/an-architect-of-critical-race-theory-we-cannot-allow-all-of-the-lessons-from-the-civil-rights-movement-forward-to-be-packed-up-and-put-away-for-storage/2022/01/14/24bb31de-627e-11ec-a7e8-3a8455b71fad_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/an-architect-of-critical-race-theory-we-cannot-allow-all-of-the-lessons-from-the-civil-rights-movement-forward-to-be-packed-up-and-put-away-for-storage/2022/01/14/24bb31de-627e-11ec-a7e8-3a8455b71fad_story.html
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2022-01-17/critical-race-theory-martin-luther-king
https://www.nytimes.com/article/what-is-critical-race-theory.html?partner=slack&smid=sl-share
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/06/30/critical-race-theory-lightning-rod-opinion-497046
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/06/30/critical-race-theory-lightning-rod-opinion-497046
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/critical-race-kimberle-crenshaw/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/crsj/publications/human_rights_magazine_home/civil-rights-reimagining-policing/a-lesson-on-critical-race-theory/
https://time.com/5891138/critical-race-theory-explained/
https://harvardlawreview.org/2020/09/race-reform-and-retrenchment/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WVjPWBqI64
https://soundcloud.com/intersectionality-matters/42-educators-ungagged-teaching-truth-in-the-era-of-racial-backlash
https://soundcloud.com/intersectionality-matters/42-educators-ungagged-teaching-truth-in-the-era-of-racial-backlash
https://b77e033f-42c6-4f63-90cd-9bb6ce37284e.usrfiles.com/ugd/b77e03_a1b4468e20a44489b2e458eefe122d41.pdf
https://pen.org/steep-rise-gag-orders-many-sloppily-drafted/
https://www.mediamatters.org/critical-race-theory/numbers-year-conservative-media-fearmongering-over-critical-race-theory
https://www.rightwingwatch.org/post/the-dishonest-and-harmful-right-wing-attack-on-american-school-boards/
https://popular.info/p/the-right-wing-operatives-orchestrating


The Panic Over Critical Race Theory is an Attempt to Whitewash US History (Kimberlé Crenshaw,
The Washington Post, July 2, 2021)

LEGAL CASES AND RECENT FILINGS
ACLU Sues Oklahoma Over Law Prohibiting Critical Race Theory Topics From Being Taught in
Schools (Madeline Holcombe, CNN.com, October 19, 2021); American Civil Liberties Union-Oklahoma
(ACLU - OK), Motion for Preliminary Injunction (filed: October 29, 2021); American Civil Liberties
Union-Oklahoma (ACLU-OK), Amended Complaint (filed: November 9, 2021); American Civil Liberties
Union-New Hampshire (ACLU-NH) Complaint (filed: December, 20, 2021)

Unconstitutional Law Puts Teachers in Untenable Situation and ‘Chokes off Learning’ (AFT Press
Release, December 13, 2021); American Federation of Teachers-New Hampshire (AFT-NH) Complaint
(filed December 13, 2021)

Public Counsel NY and Parents Defending Education Plaintiffs’ Memo in Opposition to Motion to
Dismiss (filed: December 13, 2021, Mark Rosenbaum, Plaintiffs’ attorney)

Village of Arlington Heights v. Metropolitan Housing Development Corp., (429 U.S. 252 (1977)),
zoning ordinance practically barring families of various socio-economic and ethno-racial backgrounds
from residing in a neighborhood

Arce v. Douglas, (9th. Cir, 2015) (decision on lawsuit challenging an Arizona law that proscribed
ethnic studies education, argued by Erwin Chermerinsky)

Island Trees Sch. Dist. v. Pico by Pico, (457 U.S. 853 (1982)), constitutional challenge to a local school
board's decision to remove several books from the district's school libraries

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
MasterClass: Black History, Black Freedom, and Black Love | Seven preeminent Black thought
leaders share their insight on the reckoning with race in America in three parts: past, present, and future.
Your instructors: Angela Davis, Cornel West, Kimberlé Williams Crenshaw, Nikole Hannah-Jones,
Sherrilyn Ifill, Jelani Cobb, and John McWhorter

Is this the Last Black History Month? | AAPF’s Under the Blacklight Series, Episode 29, Moderated by
Kimberlé Crenshaw and featuring Jelani Cobb, Sherrilyn Ifill, and Cornel West | Watch on YouTube

Critical Race Theory: Last Night Tonight with John Oliver (Last Night Tonight season premiere,
February 28, 2022, HBO)

Lawyers’ Committee For Civil Rights Under Law (LCCURL) | Legislative Talking Points – Anti-Diversity
and Inclusion Proposed Policies

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/critical-race-theory-history/2021/07/02/e90bc94a-da75-11eb-9bbb-37c30dcf9363_story.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/19/us/oklahoma-lawsuit-critical-race-theory/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/19/us/oklahoma-lawsuit-critical-race-theory/index.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mXQ4I5t7opo2AryKBzngLqTn0eVO-GMF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.aclu.org/legal-document/amended-complaint-6?redirect=legal-document/bert-v-o-connor-complaint
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NVKNROXzcRgyTTaLsxwjQH35SyR6qhuX/view?usp=sharing
https://www.aft.org/press-release/aft-nh-teachers-parents-file-lawsuit-against-divisive-concepts-law
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/aft_nh_complaint_final.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BeMdA_dBaPfPSYNcT7S__7h0qD-dvGUS/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BeMdA_dBaPfPSYNcT7S__7h0qD-dvGUS/view
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/429/252/
https://cdn.ca9.uscourts.gov/datastore/opinions/2015/07/07/13-15657.pdf
https://kjzz.org/content/9916/9th-circuit-court-hears-case-arizonas-ethnic-studies-ban
https://kjzz.org/content/9916/9th-circuit-court-hears-case-arizonas-ethnic-studies-ban
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/457/853/
https://www.masterclass.com/classes/black-history-black-freedom-and-black-love/chapters/meet-your-instructors-d5520d72-95fa-4c8c-a3d3-f6cadc7696cd
https://www.masterclass.com/classes/black-history-black-freedom-and-black-love
https://www.masterclass.com/classes/black-history-black-freedom-and-black-love
https://www.aapf.org/blacklight
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUgjrgnqXkQ&t=720s
https://youtu.be/EICp1vGlh_U
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12A5hitWvkKsc3R99ml1przYHtpSrIUj6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12A5hitWvkKsc3R99ml1przYHtpSrIUj6/view?usp=sharing


CALL TO ACTION
Whether you are an educator, student, parent, or organization— your support is critical. We have
created this activation checklist with some ideas on what you can do to defend racial and gender
justice education and Critical Race Theory.

EDUCATE

Understand attacks on Critical Race Theory by reviewing this compilation of best explainers.

Take a look at the #TruthBeTold Legislation Tracker and Map to visualize how the attacks on
racial and gender justice are spreading throughout the country.

Hold a monthly book club in your community to read and discuss racial justice books that have
been challenged for removal from yours and others’ libraries and school bookshelves. Take a
picture/record a video with your group talking about the importance of this book, and tag us at
@AAPolicyForum. For more information, see the Book Ban tracker by Red, Wine & Blue.

AMPLIFY:

Join AAPF's mailing list to receive important updates about the campaign.

Follow AAPF on social media (Facebook, Twitter & Instagram) and share our posts to raise
awareness about the campaign.

Tweet a thread, or create a highlight on Instagram about #TruthBeTold with resources and links
to AAPF - educate your networks and encourage them to do the same!

Share your truth in a 30-second video, tagging the @AAPolicyForum and telling your community
why we need Critical Race Theory and racial and gender justice education.

Tell us your story on how these bans on history, truth and racial justice are impacting you and
your communities.

Write an op-ed or article to amplify the dangerous consequences of the current war on antiracist
education.

ENGAGE:

Join one of our working groups (Education, DEI, Media, Legal) who meet regularly to
developstrategies to respond to the attacks on anti-racist education and social justice work.
Email truthbetold@aapf.org to get involved.

Read and sign our Higher Education Faculty Open Letter on the imperative to demand
academic freedom to teach about race and gender justice and Critical Race Theory.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nC0SHcWLznGXLpxvuQsnFRINkzznZ21V/view
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10QukIhAyztEHKjT3OGU7MV3XhiOGXHqUnyuNgQfkz38/edit#gid=1449112869
https://www.aapf.org/truthbetold
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/bbooks/frequentlychallengedbooks/top10
https://www.redwine.blue/bbb
https://aapf.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=7f1f7469c760da7a8817f6c20&id=81d0a0b015
https://www.facebook.com/aapolicyforum
https://twitter.com/AAPolicyForum
https://www.instagram.com/aapolicyforum/
https://twitter.com/AAPolicyForum
https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/introducing-stories-highlights-and-stories-archive#:~:text=To%20create%20a%20highlight%2C%20tap,story%20when%20someone%20taps%20it.
https://www.instagram.com/aapolicyforum/
https://www.aapf.org/truthbetold-tellyourstory
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/open-letter-and-call-to-action-to-university-and-college-faculty/


Review examples of faculty senate resolutions in support of equity efforts, and engage by
proposing that your own university adopt such a resolution [For Higher Ed Faculty].

Run for School Board in your district to support race and gender justice education. or help get
out the vote for candidates who support teaching an honest and inclusive public school
curriculum. See tips from Zinn Education Project on how to get involved.

Urge your State Representative to support teaching and training about racial justice and gender
equity: How to find your State Representatives: Who Are My Representatives.org; How to Draft
your Letter to elected officials: A Guide to Contacting Your Representatives

Vote in School Board Elections and organize “get out the vote” campaigns in your community

SUPPORT:

Visit https://www.aapf.org/donate to make a donation to the #TruthBeTold campaign.

Organize a fundraiser through your Instagram/Facebook profile, in name of @AAPolicyForum.

Register AAPF as a beneficiary charity of your company’s Corporate Giving Program.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XbYF3KscDXmJyckjPc0CZIocJxk1hJd7/edit
https://www.zinnedproject.org/news/urgent-action-upcoming-school-board-elections/
https://whoaremyrepresentatives.org/
https://www.facebook.com/soyouwanttotalkabout/photos/pcb.311513210589195/311512943922555
https://www.aapf.org/donate

